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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

GEmALD C. MANN
ATIORNEY GENERAL

Hon, Hal P, Rachal
Argistant Qounty Attorney
Nueces County

Corpus Ohrieti, Texas

Dear B8ir: = o Opinion No. 0-4393 ‘

_ Your request for opinion
fully cousidered by this department,
quest ss follows: '

and, care-
- quote from. re-

*A group of looal msan i & 00 ieﬁ ating.ntag-

Jng what is commonly rari:{o to/as 4 simulated;bull
f4ght. This is to be held™in %;ri: arena and ad-

.mission 1s to Le oharged. hor4es are used and
B0 weapon calculated td inflioct injury on man or beast

‘48 to bs used. grhe hg;at\ia released in the arena.
and the matadop ggft ough the u sofentiffe mo-
tions of an agtual dullright, 7The animal is not in-
jured in any way 3ud ne "high>}life" or other stimu-

- lant is unsed. This ie an exhidition to show the
- people how an a8 ai\hgii/zg 48 oonducted.™

Me have > received the
.

o ther information that the
‘matador

) | a wooden ‘aword and does not propose to use

. 4% cn the BGll; that he has a red oape which he will wave in

front the dull; thad the bull is an imported fighting lex-
for the bull ringe of old Hexico.

4o0an bul

, : CAgie 10/ Varnon's Annoteted Texas Penel Code,
‘roads as follows: _ : . _

- "Any person who shall voluntarily sugege in a
pugilistio encounter batwesn man and nen, or a fight
between & men and a dbull, or any othsr anima}), for
money or other thing of value, or for apny champlone
ship, or upon the result of which any money or any-
thing of wvalueo 1s bet or wagered, or to gee which
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any admisaion fee is charged, either direotly or in-
directly, shall be impriscmed in the panitcnttary for
not less than two nor more than five years.”

Artiole 4867, Vernon's Annotated Texas Civil 3tatutes,
reads 1; part as follows:

*The haditual use, aotual, threatened or contem-
plated, of any premises, place or bullding or part
thcrooi, for any of the following uses shell be en-
J:tnodrat the suilt of either the Stats or any citizen
thereaof:

"4, Por the voluntary engaging in a fight de-
tween & man and a bull for money or other thing of
value, or for any championship, or upon result of
whioh any money or anything of value is bet or wager-
ed, or to see which any admission fee iz charged
elther direotly ar 1ndiractly. as prohibited by the
Penal 004“0 ,

'Any person who may use or be about t0 use, or

who may 2id or abst snother in the use of any suoh

- premiges for any purpose mentioned in this Artiole
may be made & party defendant in such suit., The At-
torney Ceneral or any Distriot or County Attorney
may bring and prosecute all suits that either may
desm necessary to enjoin suoh uses, and need not
verify the petition; or sny citizen of this State
may sues in his own name and shall not be reguired
to show that he ia personally injured by the scts
eauplained of,."

25 Corpus Jurls. Fage 1133. definas the tarm "fight”
as rollowaz

*Flght -~ ag & noun -~ a b&ttlo; s eumbat- aot
. or method of fighting.

"Ag & verd -~ To attempt ib deraat.-aubduo, or
destroy ap ensmy, eithsr by blows or weapons; to
ptrike or contend for victory, in battle or in single
combat.”

As stated in yoLr 1ettﬁr ﬁha natador has no inten-
tion of injuring the bull znd he intends his part of the fight
to be simulated and a sham fight,
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But what about the fighting bull bred for the bull.
rings of old Mexico? Will he know that when the matador waves
the red ocaps before his ayes and brandishes his wooden sword
that the right is only a sham 5nd a jest? Ws think not. Will
the bull charge the matador as his ancaeastora charged matadors
in the bull rings of old Hexloco or will he dooilely lle down,
emell the flowers and go to sleep as Ferdinand the Pull might
do? If the bull acted like Perdinand the populscs intent on
& Roman Holiday would undoubtedly demand the refund ¢f their
adnission money in diggust,

Suppose the matsdor is not as skillful as the bull
and he 19 gored and injured dDy the dull? Fould not that dhe
a very sad and tregic affair?

Said Article 610, above quoted, is founé in Title
11 of the Penal Code, whioh title is styioa, *“Offenses Against
Fublic Folicy and Economy.” The Legisleture of Texas undoudt-
odly considored rights or ocontests between & man and a bull
against the publio polioy of this state when the srticle was
snacted, The Leglislaturs undoubtedly congidered that it was
wrong for the man to injure the bull, wromg for the bull to
injure the man, and wrong for the publio t0 see a spectacils
wheres injury to either man or bull amight occur,

It is theraroro'onr opinion tha$ the proposed con-
teat detween a man and a bull 4& & tull fight 2nd would be in
violation of Article 610 of the Fenal Code of Texas,

Yory traly yours,
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